JLotroduction
The parish of Westoning is situwated in Mid Bedfordshire surrownded by
the parishes of Flitwick and Pilitton to the north, Pulloxhill teo the east,
Horlington to the south, and Yoddington ond Tingrith to the west. OF mediun
size, 1769 acres, it ?naluo s Harlington Woodend, formerly of Harliungion
detached added in 1688. A pre-Domesday settloment and a thriving village
vntil the end of the last century it pow seems rather a "harassed! villapge
with @ busy main road running through the centre across the area of the old
green as a olip read to the Mle Tmmediately cast of the villape the parish
is sliced in half by the wain London railway line with a trein passing every
five minutes. The village has bocome o dormitory town for COuvaCLU to
Bediord, Luton and London with an increase in population from 792 in 1961

to 1389 in 1976.

It would seem that the boundary fullows a somewhat peculiar line with
Woodend as an appendage to the west tacked on to Harlington Woodend, yebt it
is sctually Tingrith which cuts a slice out of what would be the natural
shope of the parish along the line of the river giving it access to the river
and a certain anount of meadow land which it would otherwise lack. With a
Teow exceptions the boundary Follows fleld and woodland boundarien, and natural
features such as the river. Along the boundary with Flitwick this has been
altered to follow the new canalised line of the stream. Part of the boundary
with ¥litton follows a watercourse, some sort of culvert, and here occurs the
significant field nmme Rushmead. From the east side of the Greenfield road to
the extreme easterly corner of the parish the boundary follows the line of the
o0ld hundred boundary between Maulden and FLitt hwndreds. At this easterly
point occurs one of the ‘hiccoughs' where the hundred boundary follows the line
of the field boundary, Pains Close, and the parish boundary culs through it.
The other points are at Woodend along the westerly boundary with Tingrith and
the Boundary with Toddingion where Long Jacobs field ids cut in hall by the
boundary, and where the klnk at Lond Pollins does not follow the shape of the
field.

Geology

Westoning lies on the lower edge of the dip slope of the lower greensand
ridge, the dividing line between the gault clay to the scuth and the lower
greensand to the nerth passing diagnelly through the paleh o a SW/AE line.
The average height above O is 22D-2507 rising to over 350 at Upper Sanshill.
The soils are mixzed vorying from gleyed brown earth to calcareous and non-
calcareous (acid) gleyed soil (See sheet 146 of 1968 Boil Survey). Drainage
varies from poor to dmperfect especially in the Flit valley where the river
gravels are covered with a %-2Zm thick layer of peat, a bell which extends
down the valley as Tar as Shefford and which has been worked commercially, to
@0 pood on the lipght, easy-to-work sandy/gravelly &TJ”’ soils in the conitre of
the parish (note the name Sandfields) that they require irrigation in the
sunmer. Where the surface drainage is bad it is not surprising to find so many
ponds, some spring Ted and others apparently dov poids.  Belorve the last wop
farming was very mixed with s considerable amouvnt of market pardening and 3
pasture for dairy foarming. How it is predominantly corn with some market
gardening, reflecting current farming trends rather than geological dictates.
Officially the Lland is classed mailnly as grade 3, good bui heavy.




The railvay (opsned in 10067) slices through the parish and the ¥1 borders
it though there is noe dirvect access to either although there are stations at
nearby Flitwick and Harlington. Hislorically the mein road, then as now was
the Ampthill-Peddington road (A5120) running through the centre of the village
with turnings off it to Sasmshill, Greenfield and the manor, the latter is
shown con

Gnwing on past the manor the Pricstileys farm (V) on the 4765

map alilicugh this road docs nol appear on later maps. No Lumpike roads
passed throvgh the villape nor are any‘ﬁoman roads postulated by the Viatores,
the nearest being that just east of the parish the 170(L) Timbury to Marston
Koeretaive road vhich passed by Poritobello Farm. The earliest documented road
or way is Church Way or Gobbages waye which occurs in the ¢18. Tythe Barn

way is stlll called that although it is now a service road in a housing estate.
Samshill is no longer cormected by a through wey to Harlington, the rosd down
the hill from Upper Sesmshill Farm is now an overgrown holloway.

Population

Parish records start in 1560 wnd continue, apart from a pericd of dis-
turbance in the mid 1Y century, more or less wunbrcoken. ‘dhere was no
apparent incroase in death in the years 1656-9 when wmalaria vas rempant or
during the plague of 1665-G, yel this is at the period vhen the records arve
least complete. The family names which appesr regularly spanning the 16th to
19th centuries are Dix, Bvans, 0dell, King and Vause, with into the late
19tk century the Burrs snd the Sprinpgs. CGravestones frem the 17th century
gtill stend for some of these in the churchyard.

Census Datas

1671 1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1931 1961 1971
202 hot Loy 634 627 7z2 w82 984 725 657 525 501 601 792 1122
that for 1671 is estimated.

Godber attributes increases in population in the early 19th century to
improved hygiene, imnoculation against swmallpox and a pgeneral drop in the
infant mortality rate. The decline in the second half of the 19th century
vas due to the migraticn of the peor to the towns such as Luton and Bedford
or further afield {o the industrial north and even as emigrants to Canada and
Australia.

History and Archacolopy
The bistery of the parish extends back inte the Anpglo-Saxon period yet
there is arcchzeological evidence for much earlier activity in the ares. As
is common on the gravel lterrsces of the river valleys a scatter of prehistoric
(*mesolithic!) Tlint tools has been found during fieldwalling but as yet no
sebilement wsite. An alr photopgraph of the fields just southwest of Cranford
bridge shows rectanpular and rectilinear cropmarks {PRN 3251), possibly of
prehistoric ov romanc-britich date. Weston is itself an Anpglo-fSaxon placename
meaning weost farm and the ares is surrounded by other such pames including
Toddington, Harlington, Tingrith (= meeting place) snd Worlhy End. As there
was already a manor at the time of {the conguest the villape is likely to have



Domenday Book provides the first clues to the nature of the carly
Jlondscape end lende-use. The manor was assessed al b hides with land for 14
ploughs. At the value of 120 acres per plovghlend (E. Cempbell, 1962), this
would give an srea of 1080 acres, allowing for the area of Harlinglosn detached,
this is very close to the actual 1709 acres. We are told that two ploughs
are in the demesne and that 5 more are in the possession of 16 villeins and 3
bordars, and ibat 5 more could be employed. This hint al wunderexploitalion
of the resovrces is common and may indicate an incomplete recovery after the
disrupbtive yeoars following the conguveslt when much land wos wasted and weni
out of cultivation. There was also meadow for seven plough teams and pasture
for the stock of the village as well as woodland for 400 swine yiclding
besides 3 shillings. This part of Bedfordshire awvay from the Chilterns is
not primarily sheep country yet pariicularly in the later medieval period
wool was a very veluable commodity, this is refiected in the survey of 1555
of the property of Dunstable Priory in that sheep pgrazing land in the village
vas valued at 25 per acre and arable at 1s per acre. Domesday woodlond need
not dimply dense woods and guite often refers to falrly open woods on poor often
marshy ground without much wndergrowth. Taking Fowlers estimate of a pig
requiring 1 acres of woodland per year the parvish would seem to be.about %
woodland (600 acres), compared with a wmere 82 acres (excluding spinneys) at
the time of the enclosure (CRO:aMAGZ/63). No extensive woodland is currently
extant, there is small conifer plentation by the river Lo the west of the
manor and the wooded parkland of ihe manor is the subject of a tree preservation
order. No mills are recorded in Domesday Book yet from placensme and other
references there must have been several later one.

It has been postulated that there were perhaps only seasonal mills
operating in the winiter when the streams were in flood. A bond of 15537
(CRO:CRT100/%1) was for the payment of a miller so presumably there must have
been a mill in the vicinity. An extant of the mencr at the time of the
purchase by the Inges mentions a water mill {Chan. Ing.pm.Bdw.l no. Oy, and
Jater references mention 2 mills in 13%2 and one worth nothing in 1372. The
terrier of 1592 refers to a milldam in Putchoke mead which was still apparently
there in 1828 (CRO:8M14%). This also refers to two windmills, one in fast
Rye field (= Windmill field) which appesrs Lo be the field next to lnnings, and
a second in Middle ®eld where Windwmilld Rill = Peonyhill furlong. This
distinction is continued in later documents, c.p. in 1720, (CROIWE277).
Although Middle field is difficult to locate, there is a field just north
of the site of Lower Samshill farm which is celled Mill field and which is
just by Middle field. A survey of 1542 also mentions a barn north of the
church, late a horsemill. There are no mentions of a menorial dovehouse yetl
there was presumably one at Lower Samshill by the site of the farm (Dovehouse
close) snd one alt Harlington Wocdend as well as varicus others in documents
vnspecified. The manorial rabbii warren seems Lo have been in Washers Wood
in Teddington (Fac. /8B 315-317) as a survey of 1542 noted that it was rented
out for £4, per annum and "2 equal rabbits'.

At the time of the enclosure in 1842 over halil the parish was already
enclosed, particularly Samshill, the area arcund the menor and at Voodend,
(clustering around the wanors), with the area of open ficlds centering on the

village. Some of the furlong boundaries appear op the 1797 map. It is
interesting that few of the field boundaries created at the enclosure which

wvere penerally very small and sliphtly illogical, still survive in modern
field boundarics. In other parts of the country this is wpparently guite
compon (Russell 1974) but not in Bedfordshire. Some of the land is now owned



growr up before thene In 1066 it was in the possession of Barl Havold and
alter his death it was seized by William 1 on bis merch north, along with the
rest of his eslste al Hitchin. Thus in the Domesday Book it was sufvcyed as
part off Hortfordshire, although for all othier purposes since it has been part
of Bedfordshire.

The mapor remained royal demesne until 1173 (Pipe roll 41-19 Henxy I1),
when it was worth £15 yearly after which it secems to have passed through
various familys, including the Tregoz family, wntil 14 was purchased by Sir
William Inge in 1297-1%08, (a chief justice of the Kings Bench) and Weston
became Westoning. He ebtained grants for an sunual fair and a weekly market
in 1303 and it ds likely that at this time he completely rebuilt the church,
the advowson of which was held by the nuns at Elstow. ‘'Whe church was added
to several times in the middle ages and wuch refurbished by the Victorians,
yet although earlier romanesque carvings and a pillar base do remain, we have
ne other clues as to nature of the earlier church. The site of the moated
mancy still remaing, (see notes and plan in file), it is civecular with a £lat
top with an inpner snd an outer fosse, although the outer one does not go all
the way around and appesrs to run into some fish ponds. The imner fosse is
about 3m deep and the top aboul 1%n wide. The 1842 Tithe map still buildings
extent on the top and a bridge crossing the inner fosse on the west side.

AL present the moat is damp rather than full of water. It is guite possible
that if it was constructed by the inge family it may well be on the site of
an earlier manor, (ancther Goltho?!). The manor is now a large red brick
mansion built in the 1840's although earlier menorizl barns survive in the
courtyard.

In 1571 the menor passed to the Zouch family who in 1542 exchanged it with
the crown Tor an estate in Derbyshire and it was annexed into the Honour of
Ampthill. The "Honour" was formed out of estates of priories and abbeys after
the dissolution and both Dunstable priory and Woburn Abbey had held land in
Westoning. In 155% it was granted to the Curzon family and during the civil
war it was in Royalist hands, and from the seccond half of the 18th century until
the firet world war it belonged to the Rveritts and then the Covenlry-Campilonss

Althovgh only one manor is recovded in Domesday, a second monor, Aynellis
manor developed in the early medieval period. A deed of 117%-81 (CRO:CRT 110/
39) records a grant of land from the Abbot of Winchecombe to John Gayion.

In the mid 1hth century it passed to the Aynell family, the earliest

reference being in a grant of 1428 (CRO:W1/%%2) when the lands of the manor

are cited, and later in ithe 15th century it passed to Gonville and Caius
College Cambridge, referrved to as Kayes Collidge and Gunwell Hall. In the

next reference, a terrier of the mancr of 1552, the lands of Aynells are

listed separately, from those of the manor of Westoning {AD3%2). It is of
course not certain that the site of the actual manor is in the parish at all,
bul either the medleval moated site al Upper Samshill or the site of a farm
Jjust east of the now derclict rewains of Collepe Farm would seem possible and
that at Upper Samshill, then called Middle Sawshill, the more likely cendidate.
The fields owned by CGonville and Caius at the enclosure and the identifiable
ones on the terrier of 1552 cluster arcund these two poinls, perhaps one is the
manor and one the manorial farm. AL one stage a third manor existed in the
south wesl of the parish al Woedend called Youngs manor. As & field name
Yonges occurs in the terrier of 1552 as well and possibly the same one in a
survey of 1542 (CRO:FADN/E 315/%17) as "Yonpges next the kings hiphway'. Its
later history is that of the Wentworth estate in Toddington, of which it was

a part, being sold up in 1801. The extensive earthworks of this mosted site
are still viable and the moat ds still full of water bul the whole area is very
OVEeIrgrown .
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by the County Cowncil nobticeably that of the former open {iclds, as for
example in the Tnnings and the Sand field as also down by the road to
Poddington, interestingly the former Wesltoning Town land at Lhe Linces was
allotments until recently. Mony of the boundaries of these fields are rich
in different speciecs of plants and ripe for assessment by Y"Hoopers hedgerow
analysis’,

Large scale extraction doee not seem to have much affcoted Westoning,
as gauwlt clay is now considered uvasuitable for bricks, yet we have early
references to the presence of sand and clay as well as gravel pits din the
area. Sandpitt furlong appears as a name in 1450, claypitte furlong in
1542 and gravellpitt furlong in 10651. Churchwardens sccounts of Harlington
record the sale of two loads of clay from Westoning to Harlington in 1687.
(BHRS B.p.106). There was a pravel pit at the cormer of Imnings and the Moors
(corroborated by the farmer.) A clay pit marked on the 05 25 map of 1882 as
the old cley pitt and it has now been filled in and returned to agriculiural
use, (FRN 2018). 4t the turn of the century a brickworks {lourished briefly,
188k - 190%, owned by the future cwners of London Brick Company.

Lond ownership scems to have varied widely and was probably typical. At
various times land was owned by baronets from London and Oxfordshire, gentlemen
end shopkeepers from Hertfordshire and Northampstonshire; and London Brewer
(in 1%28), the Drapers company, Gonville and Catus college, Christ's college,
Oakinghaw Hospital Berkshire, and the Imcasian professor of Mathemalics at
Cambridge.

Bevelopment of Seitlement

The basic pattern of settlement seems to be that of a nucleated village
surrounded by oullyinp hamiets. find' is a common way of denoting ouilying
districts in a parish, particularly in the 13th century (ETS1926), thus the
setitlement at Woodend way well be quite eavly. Harlington Woodend is now a
Tarm and a couple of louses but earlier maps and documentary references
indicate several other cottages centred on the green, which is now a field,
although the pond is still there. In the 18th Century ithis was the home of
iy Jemes Actry and possibly the farmhouse now occupies the site of his house.
An adjoining close is called Dove House Close but there is no visible evidence
of one now. Younpgs mancr forms the nucleus of Westoning Woodend and back in
the 17th century we have evidence of cottages straddling the lane there
{eege CRO:TR?S 1044), thew as now, Woodend farmhouse is of mid 19th century
date bul the farm buildings appear older and may well correspond to some on
the 1765 Jeffery map, perhaps the manorial farm, and were certainly there by
1827 (CRO:8THGY) .  The group of houses on the Flitwick road although modern
is on the site of some earlier cottages and a farmstead in Rawley's close
shown on the map of 18379, The farw is called Westoning Moors farm and is a
county council smallholding. Clayhill is a later 19th century Ffarm planted
in the open fields 2nd named alter Clay field in which it stands. Selttlement
at Semshill bas been complex, the carliest mention being in 1542, (Fac. 1 8C6.
Hen.8). The moated site (PR 3418) possibly that of Aynells was formerly
referred to as Middle Samshill snd the other Tarm at the top of the hill as
Upper Samshill and at the boltom of Bankey Hill down towards Harlington
Grange there vsed to be ancther small farmstead. The farm and cottages which
once centred on the green at lLower Samshill have disappearved ag has the farm
at Lhe northh end of Dovehouse Close although the earthworks are still detach-
able. The relationship of this to College farm is unclear, as College farm
does nol appear on the carlier maps and perhaps do a 19th century replacement
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of the other Larmstead. TU was here iu 1660 that Bunyan was arrested for
preaching, apparently by the large osk tree that olill stands.

field nomes do not provide much of a2 clue to seitlement, they reflect
\they Lhe nomes of thelr owners, the state of the pround, or whal was grown
in the fields... e.ge Tuwrners pasture, Paynes Howme Close and Madges Crofit;
sand leld; rush mead, spring close; old cow house close, barn close; cor
close, whetelield, middle oat close. Among the morc potentially revealing
are Potier's close, althouph there are no other references to a potter, and
monks fileld which first appesrs on the terrier of 1552 and perhaps reflects
ownership previcusly by Dunutabie Priory or Woburn Abbey, and (Gollows furlong
by the Toddington Read although again there are no other references to a
pallows.

-

fcopomy and So

In the middle ages Westoning was part of Manshead Hundred for administrative
purposes, now it is part of Mid Bedfordshire District. At once time in the
19th century the parish was split in two, the main area being in the Ampthill
Unior and Vestoning and Harlipgton Woodends being in the Woburn Union. The
church, has been responsible for a good deal of the adminisiration of the parish
and of the poor, in particular of the workhouse and other charities. The 1830's
particularvly after the Poor Law Amendment Act in 1834 were in a time of great
social wnrest and in Westoning a relicving officer was mobbed. (RZ/3869).
Nenconformist religions were very strong in Dedfordshire and may sccount for
some of The renewed laterest in thelr soclal responsibiliities by the upper
classes who tended to promote schools and the betier runn1ng of workhouses and
hospitals. The school now the village hall was founded in the 1940%s although
the parish registers record a schoolmaster called Pearles in 1735, After
charity self helyp was also encouraged and in Westoning the Amicable and
Brotherly soclely was formed in 1826 (CRO:HAB3). Abhout 4C members met at the
Cheguers Pub once a month and in return for paying a regular smount they
received wopey if ill and funeral expenses 1f necessary.

horchwardens accounts contain two interesting iiems,; one an agrecment
Tor employing children in 179% and the other a contract for a mole~catcher in
1806, Criwes in Westoning seem to have been rather tame compared to other
vidlages, no rapes, murders or incest, merely sheep and sheet stealing. Yet
in the early 15Lth century a brawl between a certain Allward the village beadle
and TFoike a humbie cobiager led to a miracle appavently worked by St. Thomas
of Canterbury, (Beds.life No. 3). In 1646 the vicar, a Hr. Rawlings, caused
& srandal by marrying a Miss Vincent withoubt any banns or her father's
peritlssion.

Although non-conformism was strong in the area in the 17th century the
chapels were not built until the 19th century. A deed of 1818, (CROZWE17%7-9)
records the conversion of a barn sold for £52 into the Baptist chapel and
the Methodist chanel is of similar date, although the date on the ocutside is
18%5.  An ecclesiastical census of 1851 records that the numbers dftending
the porish chureh on a Sunday were 265, st the Baptist chapel, 410 and al the
Methodist chapel, 102 A note at Lhe bottom records that these churches drew
theie worshippers {row surrownding parishes wherce there were no nonconformist
chapols.

In the middle apges Wesloning must bave been a flourishing villapge with
ittt s weekly market and it's ennual % day fair, and until the end of the 19th
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century it bosslted & wide selection of craftemen and trodes including a
Wlackanith, whepelwright, coal mervehant; shoomadker, and in 1877 a tailor who
doubled zs the postmon.  Phe 18tk century parish records include all the usual
trades and o millwright, chadrmender, ropemaker, collar maker, and a hog
driver, bub by the 19th century most of the specialised trades had moved Lo
the towns. Yhe two oldest pubs are the Bell and the Chequers while the Napgs
Head was opened in the second hall of the last century., Although there is now
only a bakery ané general store and a garage, the shop in the village during
the late 19Lh century seemed to do very well with orders from Greenfield,
Harlington, ¥Flitwick and YToddington and for glass from the Woburn estate and
Moptinill church, {account books 1785.09, ¥ 168/2-9, 84.92), Present
indusgtries are confined Lo a Milk Marketing Board depot sl Lower Samchill and
a factory producing chloride Tor batieries in the extreme soulh east of the
parish by Harlington Grange.

Threabs

L3
Prdevinorp s

The only real threat is thalt the village would be tolally engulfed in new
housing, it would seem Uo have resched the limits in expanding to three times
it's original size. Tralfic is the other hszard, & danger emphasised last
year by the oil tanker episode and a campaipn group for a by-pass is aciive.
Deep ploughing is the other potentisl harard.

Codo Harding,
Conservation Sectlion

September 1977
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Locul Contacts

s

Difficult to make. Most farmers seemed to be busy out harvesting although
those sppoken to were friendly and helpful. The Viear was not in when I called
either perhaps out with his parishioners or on holiday!
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